
ALICE in Focus:
Children
Frederick County

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Add in any other local or statewide next steps you would want your stakeholders to take.



Report Methodology
• Based on the American Community Survey, 2019
• Local observations may not exactly match data findings since 

variances such multi-family homes may not be captured in the 
ACS survey.

• All methodology and disaggregated data sources available at 
www.unitedforalice.org

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Blank slide – feel free to add your own headline and text, if needed

http://www.unitedforalice.org/


Asset Limited
Income Constrained
Employed

• DEFINITION:  Working families who are unable to 
afford basic necessities.

Who is ALICE?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For XXX,000 households in (state), financial stability grows further out of reach with each passing day, no matter how hard they work. Hidden in plain sight, these struggling households are ALICE – Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed.

ALICE can be a family member, a friend, or a neighbor. ALICE workers – who include our childcare providers, waiters, retail clerks, gas station attendants, and others – are the engine that keeps our economy running. Yet they struggle to earn enough to support their families. Their wages can’t keep up with the rising costs of necessities, forcing them to make impossible choices to try to make ends meet. And because they earn above the Federal Poverty Level, they don’t qualify for most types of assistance.



ALICE:  A More Accurate Picture of 
Financial Hardship

3,042
Frederick County 
children in POVERTY

19,025
additional local ALICE
children



ALICE Children:
Frederick County

Poverty
5%

ALICE
32%

Not ALICE
63%

• 37% of Frederick County 
children live in ALICE 
conditions 

• 22,067 ALICE children out of 
59,993 total

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Blank slide – feel free to add your own headline and pie chart, if needed



Working, but Still Struggling
• Even with two working adults, 16% of 

children are ALICE
• 60% of children with two adults, one 

working are ALICE
• 57% of children with one working adult are 

ALICE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Financial stability among children is largely impacted by the job status of their household members. But even having working parents or guardians doesn’t guarantee financial stability. In 2019, XX% of (state) children lived in a home with two working adults whose income still didn’t meet the cost of basic needs. 



Single Mothers
68% 

…of children with single mothers are unable to afford a 
basic cost of living.  

7,960 
…children have single mothers.

54%
…of children with single fathers are unable to afford a 

basic cost of living (3,152 children)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Add in any other local or statewide next steps you would want your stakeholders to take.



Hardship’s Disproportionate Impact 
64%

of Black children
(MD: 61%)

45% 
of Hispanic children

(MD: 67%)

28% 
of White children

(MD: 31%)

…live in financially insecure households

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
While ALICE spans all communities, age groups, and races in (state)…households of color are disproportionately ALICE – a result of systemic barriers that limit their access to resources and opportunities to become financially stable. ALICE in Focus: Children sheds light on the disproportionate impact of financial hardship on (state)’s Black and Hispanic children – with XX% and XX%, respectively, living in households that were either ALICE or in poverty in 2019, compared to XX% of White children.




Hardship’s Housing Impact 
• 13,389 of Frederick County children live in rentals

• 9,700 (72%) of children in rentals are ALICE
• 5,748 (43%) of children are rent-burdened
• 5,559 (96%) of rent-burdened children are ALICE

• 46,604 of children live in owned homes
• 12,367 (27%) of children in owned homes are ALICE
• 4,529 (10%) of children are mortgage-burdened
• 4,204 (93%) of mortgage-burdened children are ALICE

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The disproportionate impact of financial hardship across the state can be seen in other ways as well. For example:

Among ALICE households and households in poverty, families of Black children had a homeownership rate of XX%, compared to XX% of families of White children in 2019. Children living in families that rent are more likely to go through the stress of moving, making housing stability difficult to achieve.

And among children in these low-income households, XX% of Black children had no high-speed internet at home in 2019, compared to XX% of White children - making their schooling, particularly during the pandemic, even more of a struggle. 



local ALICE children can’t/don’t have access to 
SNAP -- Supplemental Nutritional Assistance 
Program NOTE:  Over 1,000 

children in poverty 
who qualify, don’t 
access the benefit.

16,546
Locked Out of Assistance

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Undercounting the number of children in hardship often leaves ALICE children to struggle under the radar – which can have serious, lifelong consequences. For example, because these families often earn too much to qualify for public assistance, more than XXX,000 at-risk children in (state) didn’t access the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program, or SNAP, in 2019. Being locked out of such critical supports can inhibit healthy development for these children. 



Children with Disabilities
There are 1,819 Frederick County 

children with disabilities.

33%
of disabled children live below the Federal Poverty Line

55% 
are ALICE

NOTE:  The American Community 
Survey defines disability in alignment 
with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
as “a physical or mental impairment 
that substantially limits one or more 
major life activity.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now that we’ve looked at a more accurate, complete picture of financial hardship among children in the state of (State), what’s next? How can we use this information to create meaningful change?

First, visit UnitedForALICE.org/Focus-Children to read the (state) brief in full – and to engage with the data directly using the interactive, online dashboards. There, you can explore the data on children living in hardship by regional and local geographies, race, age, disability status, living arrangements, and a lot more.

Then, share this data with your peers and colleagues who work to ensure the healthy development of our children. Encourage them to use this data to develop policies and strategies that can have both immediate and long-term impacts on children living in families that can’t make ends meet. And advocate for more accurate data collection by the U.S. Census Bureau for children who have been undercounted – because we can’t create effective solutions without a complete picture of hardship. 



• Visit www.unitedforalice.org to dig 
deeper into the data.

• Share and encourage the use of this 
data to create change.

• Help enable access to eligible benefits.

Data for 
Action

http://www.unitedforalice.org/
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